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1 )03 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 19 December 2006 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)^] This action is non-final. 
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closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quay/e, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
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6) [>3 Claim(s) 7.2.5.8 and 18-23 is/are rejected. 
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Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)D The drawing(s) filed on . is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 
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Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This office action is in response the applicants' amendment received on 
December 19, 2006. 

2. Claims 1-23 are presented for examination. 

3. The applicants have amended claims 1,8, 12, 15, 18, 21, 22, and 23. The 
applicants have not cancelled or added any claims. 

4. Applicants' arguments with respect to claims 1-23 have been considered but are 
deemed to be moot in view of the new grounds of rejection. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

5. Claims 12-14 are allowed. 

« <•"•*■■ < . . iw u,/3i;Cuii k :» a. j.< K«i't .will Ii-aa.'iVt'. ■ ! 

6. Claims 3, 4, 6, 7, 9-1 1,16, and 17 are objected to as being dependent upon a 
rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all 
of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

•• i .. • • ■ ...... ;:,..) ,tn ■ ■ 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

7. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 
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8. Claims 1 , 8, 12, and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 

Independent claims 1, 8, 12, and 15 recite 'data file resolve'. It appears that 
the data file in the claim limitations perform an action to "resolve" data and/or object(s). 
The claim limitations do not provide a clear, specific meaning to define what a "data file 
resolve" stands for. 

According to Webster's dictionary, resolve is the act or condition to find an 
answer to a problem. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

9. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - - reu ' ! - - :Li - J lussosvfe . ;i • 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

10. Claims 1 , 2, 5, 8, and 18-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 

anticipated by Giordano et al. (Patent No. 5,572,729 filed January 11, 1994, hereinafter 

• ' •:" ivjlvc--- iv. LiH-..yci cr uone'iuor; u: : • 

Giordano). 

1 1 . Regarding Claims 1 and 22, Giordano teaches a method and associated system 
for stateless rename propagation between hierarchical file name spaces. 

The method and associated system for stateless rename propagation between 
hierarchical file name spaces as taught or suggested by Giordano includes: 
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- renaming a data file (col. 4, lines 26-33. 'a file rename command', col. 4, lines 
44-64) of a computer system (col. 4, lines 1-15) 

- while permitting lock-free look-ups to the data file (col. 4, lines 19-43). Giordano 
accesses the FSNS of a remote file system and the FSNS of a local file system. A 
comparison of files is performed between the. local file system and the remote file 
system. When a match is found between the files of the remote file system and the 
local file system, the file rename command is invoked, performing a renaming of a data 
file along with a copy operation, a creation operations, and a completion operation. At 
best, the renaming function performs the applicants' claimed lock-free look-ups. 
Giordano does not teach locking a data file (lock-free). Also, Giordano teaches that the 
look-up of the data file is performed by an "access" to the data file. 

- utilizing a temporary record to which look-ups (col. 2, lines 42-47) to the data 
file resolve while the data file is being renamed (col! 4, lines 26-33 and 44-64). 

12. Regarding Claims 2 and 5, Giordano teaches atomically renaming the data file 
(col. 4, lines 26-33 and 44-64). 

13. Regarding Claim 8, Giordano teaches 5 atomically moving a data file from one 
location to another location (col. 4, lines 19-57) with a computer file system (col. 4, lines 
1-15) while permitting lock-free look-ups to the data file (col. 4, lines 19-43) by utilizing a 
temporary record to which look-ups (col. 2, lines 42-47) to the data file resolve while the 
data file is being moved (col. 4, lines 19-57)." : ! ' 
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14. Regarding Claims 1 8, 21 , and 23, Giordano teaches a file system in which a 
plurality of files are stored (col. 4, lines 1-20); and at least one of atomically renaming 
(col. 4, lines 26-33 and 44-64) and atomically moving (col. 4, lines 19-57) from one 
location (col. 4, lines 19-57, 'REMOTE FSNS') to another (col. 4, lines 19-57, 'LOCAL 
FSNS') one of the files within the file system, permitting lock-free file look-ups (col. 4, 
lines 19-43), 

1 5. Regarding Claim 1 9, Giordano teaches the system comprises a plurality of 
computing nodes over which the file system is implemented (col. 4, lines 1-20). 

1 6. Regarding Claim 20, Giordano teaches the system comprises a single of 
computing node which the file system is implemented (col. 4, lines 1-20). 

NAME OF CONTACT 

1 7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Cheryl Lewis whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
41 13. The examiner can normally be reached on 6:30-3:00. - 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Cottingham can be reached on (571) 272-7079 The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571 ) 
273-8300. 

(571 ) 273-41 1 3 (Use this FAX #, only after approval by Examiner, for 
"INFORMAL" or "DRAFT" communication. Examiners may request that a formal 
paper/amendment be faxed directly to them oh occasions.). 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist/ Technology Center (571) 272-2100. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 

For more information about the PAIR system, see http.7/pair-direct.uspto.aov . 

Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 



Cheryl Lewis I 
Patent Examiner 
March 1,2007 




